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CONFIDENTIAL VIENTIANE 3864 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PGOV, LA 

SUBJECT: PATHET LAO CAME TO DINNER 

1. LAST NIGHT I HOSTED A DINNER IN HONOR OF DEPUTY PRIME 
MINISTER/FOREIGN MINISTER PHOUMI VONGVICHIT, THE HIGHEST 
RANKING COMMUNIST REPRESENTATIVE IN THE PGNU. ALSO 
PRESENT WERE MINISTER OF PLAN AND NATIONAL ECONOMY SOTH 
PHETRASY (ALSO PATHET LAO) AND MINISTER OF FINANCE NGON 
SANANIKONE. 

2. THE DINNER PROCEEDED IN A REMARKABLE ATMOSPHERE OF 
CONVIVIALITY AND FRANKNESS, ALTHOUGH WE DID NOT DISCUSS 
ANY MAJOR SUBSTANTIVE QUESTIONS DURINGS ITS COURSE. NGON 
SANANIKONE WAS IN HIGH FORM AND ENLIVENED THE EVENING WITH 
A VARIETY OF TALES, HELPING CREATE AN ATMOSPHERE IN WHICH 
BOTH PHOUMI AND SOTH APPEARED AT EASE AND READILY PARTICI- 
PATED IN CONVERSATION. 

3. I GAVE A SHORT TOAST, STRESSING THE IMPORTANCE OF 
ESTABLISHING CORDIAL AND COOPERATIVE PERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS 
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GOVERNMENT SO THAT WE COULD WORK TOGETHER TO HELP LAOS RE- 
PAIR THE WOUNDS OF WAR AND MOVE TOWARD ECONOMIC DEVELOPEMTN 
AND A BETTER LIFE FOR ITS PEOPLE. THIS THEME OBVIOUSLY 
STRUCK A RESPONSIVE CHORD AND PHOUMI RETURNED THE TOAST 
IN THE SAME TERMS, EMPHASIZING IN PARTICULAR HIS GRATIFICA- 
TION AT THE CLOSE PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP HE HAD HAD WITH 
AMBASSADOR DEAN WHILE THE LATTER WAS CHARGE HERE DURING 
NEGOTIATION OF THE SEPTEMBER PROTOCOL. WHILE THE GOOD 
FELLOWSHIP BLOOMED INSIDE, OUTSIDE WERE OVER 30 PATHET LAO 
GUARDS, MAKING SURE THEIR CHIEF WAS SECURE. 

4. COMMENT: I BELIEVE THAT, ON THE BASIS OF MY CALL ON 
PHOUMI AND LAST NIGHT'S CONGENIAL GATHERING, I AM IN A 
GOOD POSITION TO TALK TURKEY WITH HIM ABOUT THE RELEASE OF 
EMMET KAY, EMPHASIZING THE IMPORTANCE THIS ACT WILL HAVE 
ON THE FUTURE COURSE OF LAO/AMERICAN RELATIONS. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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